
MILLER ONtHE FACTORY FIRE1

in n.tnsc dep. i htm ext. .vor
mi in. ami:, hi: .s.ti.s.

Strmptle lii'iu't'llim nl lli'iinlrril of
III ll.'iurlincnt, Hi Kn llnn't I

I'nroc lii On II I'lmntf. Or- -

ilereil mi Ciiitiplnlnl Funeral Parade.

Itililolpli P Miller, Superintendent or I

ttulllihn. hhIiI yrtiidit.v thnt the re-

sponsibility tor (I'MltiH In (tin Wash-
ington pliit-- lire certainly (lid not rest
with Ills ili'tmrlnii'iit II has never boon
the cimtoin, .Mr. Miller said, for tho Hulld-iti- K

Deportment In make systematic in-

spections, nnd oven if I lu law compelled
him to do ho ho would not Imvn sufficient,
men to carry out tlio proviKinti.

"Thi- - bureau in not charged with thj
systematic inspection of ImiUIIni; after
they nro completed," sitld Mr. Mlllor.
"Tho law provides what buildings shall
he provided with lire escapes, nnd whon
we .find mry buildings that need flro
escapes wo order thoni Installed Hut
wo find them out an n ruin when our at-

tention Ik called to them through a com-
plaint.

"Most, of our Infni million come from
tlio Statu Kactoiy Inspection Iturcau,
I have never looked up the lawn as to what
the duties of thn Statu factory inspectors
me, but my iinptrssioti is that they are
charged with the HyMrmatio inspection
of factories, Whenever the factory In-

spector finds that I ho exit facilities are
Inadequate ho makes report to that effett
to this bureau. Then wo make an Investi-
gation, nnd if wo find the report in justi-llc- d

an order In issued for fire escapes to
be colisttucti'd "

Mr Miller Raid that the Audi building
was nbovo the average in fireproof con-

struction and that there had never been
a complaint ngainxt it no far an he knew
from the records in hi office. Tho build-
ing could have had open staircases and
still hnvo been within the law, and the
doors need not linvo been fireproof. Mr,
Miller mid thnt tlmro had been no com-

plaint about tlie partition on the ninth
floor which It is said wan responsible for
bo thany death. Ho snid the inspector
had no way of telling whether Mich a
partition had been built unless (hey hap-lione- d

to bo going through the building
in answer to a complaint.

Mr. Miller then went on to say that
he hud found it very difficult to bring
about safe conditions in building. The
laws nro inadequate to cope with tho
conditions he has found, and ho cited
cases where plans had been filed and a
building constructed ns an office build-
ing and then when it had been completed
the owner filled it up'as a factory. There
was no way, Mr. Miller said, for him to
make tho owner chango his building
so as to make It safo under tho now con-

ditions Ho told of a building in Brook-
lyn that fulflHed the requirements as an
office buildingrfind then had been turned
into a public school, and tho Appellate
Division of tho Supreme Court had held
that as the construction of the building
had not been changed there was no way
to force the owner to build

Tho subject of systematic inspection
was brought up when it was found that
Harris and nianck, tho proprietors of tho
Triangle Waist Company, whoso em-

ployees were Killed in the flro of last
Saturday, wero running a shop called
the International Shirtwaist Company
on' tho top floor of n six story building
at 0 University place. A complaint
was made to thn Iluilding Department
on March 20 that almost tho same con-

ditions existed thero as in tho lofts where
tho fire occurred, A building Inspector
recommended that additional balconies
be Juiilt leading to tho flro escape, that
fireproof doors opening outward to the
fireproof stairways be constructed, thnt
lhj windows leading to tho fire escape-- ,
be cut to a level with tho floor and pro-
vided with metal sills nnd that obstruc-
tions to tho flro escapes ! removed.

I All tho doors in the shop open inward,
and thero is only one small fire escapo,
that terminates in an enclosed court
in tho rear. To get to thin fire escape
in case of flro many of tho eighty em-
ployees would have to climb over two
rows of hewing machines, with only one
small opening. These rows of machines
"are nearly seventy-fiv- e feet long, and
at tho ends thero is a npu.cn just largo
enough to let ono person through at a
time.

Mr. Harris, thn proprietor of the shop,
.raid that ho is going to make openings
through the rows or machines as soon as
possibK Ho never thought anything
about it before the fire, and the insw-ctor- s

who visited tho shop were contented with
a, superficial examination nnd gave no
orders that n passage lie cleared to tho
psiapes. Ho said tlv conditions in his
present shop are no different from those
of anv other shoo in town. and nerhuns
are a littlo better. ,

No investigation would have been made
of this shop, according to Mr. Miller,
unlss a complaint had been made to his
office

Th investigation which has been con-.duc-

by Firo Marshal Beers into the
civipo of "tho Washington pla"o fire was

vesteiday. His report will bo
re.vty on' Wednesday Ono copy will bo
placed in tho ha'id of the District At-
torney.

"Tho matter of detei mining if criminal
negligence whs responsible for tho death
of any of tlio victims will have to bo
attended to by tlm 'proper authorities,"
mid th marshal "It does not li within

,m, privlnco t: h.v.' whether tho nirrow
raifftoway between tho end of the
inii'lii-v- on t!w (lreno slreiit side nnd
the wall of tho clra'iroom on tho ninth
floor was a mutter of neglect.

"Other people will have to interpret
tho section of tho Kuilding I'odo which
ra-'- s that all iwrmanent partitions in a
fireproof building must bo in themselves

fireproof Tho endo snvs, I behove, that
a wordn partition not more than six
fc. high is a iluiiio, hut whenlliut par-ti- ti

in leuclies tp the icilhig, in this one
did. tho question arisos whethor or not the
factory or building inspector should have
allowed it to btand.

"Ah to my conclusions: I believe tho
fire in the A'sch building was caused by u
cigar tto or by a mutch used to light a
clparntt" The groat loss of life was
.caised by pmiii), by tho intlammuhlo
nature of th" contents of tho three floors
and by tho great congestion if the fac-
tory equipment, which made ii impossible
for t!ie woikor.s l'.t maUo their way straight
to n.iu.

"Hie conditions all through the'swedt-shop- s
in tho are radically wrong.

Before a tactoiy is installed there ought
to be'llled with tho Building Department
complete floor plui's chowing tho location
of Inn ninchmih, the tables, tho motors
nnd so mi, ami gixiug the number of
people to work on each floor."

Marshal Beers concluded that the
hose in the iitiilditig wmh in good order,
.lames ('aoy, the engineer of tho Asch
building, who lives ut lit) ( hristopher
stieet, said thnt thn water tank on top
of tho building was full because tho
automatic pump in the engine room was
running at the lime. Casey couldn't
remember how long ngo it was that an
inspector h.ul asked to be conducted
around the building. No complaint about
the htaudpipes had been made during the
tl e years ho has been engineer.

The arrangements committee of tho
Waist nnd Dress .Makers ITninn

r.nd the rutted Hebrew Trades and tho
mutuary committee or the unions under
thn auspices o the Women's Trade Union
l,e:iguo tie, iilcil yesterday on Wednesday
nexi ns ine nay lor tne proposed demon-stratu-

l the unions in honor of the
nniileiitiiteil victim nf the Triangle
Vni,t rompany thn 'I lie mlcd Hebrew

'I i u.c. it id i)n Want i nd )r,

formation In lino of the .lewlsh unions
nnd the Women's Trade Union League
committee is making tlio arrungemeuts
for the marsh.illlnis of the (lerman,
Italian and Kngllsh speaking organiza-
tions which are to take part in the demon-
stration,

Hoi committees me tak tut it for
grunted that a permit for the parade will j

bo given, wjlllani .Ainiiiv, secretary in
the cotnmltte" of the wnlsl makers nnd I

the I.'niled Hebrew Trades, said,
"The onlv point to bo settled is, the'

question of the funeral of thn victims
bnlmr held in conned Inn with thv tmritdn.
Wo would like to have the intertuont of '
these bodies by the Department or Uiiiri- -

ties take place at tho time of our demon- -
hI ration.

The committee of union delegates
formed under the auspices of tho Women's
Trade Union League met yesterday
afternoon nt tho headquarters of the
league, Mrs. Thereso Malklel presiding
and npH)intod to distrib
ute circulars caning lor mo parnu
It was nUo derided to ntmoint n
mltteo of live to confer with the coins
miuee on worKuie n s eoni iisauuii m im--

unions in tho biillcllni' and other trade
which has been testifying from lime to
time lieforo tho Wnlnwrignt commission,
with n view of having a permanent bureau
established by tho unions to watch out
for violations of tho laws relating to
safetv In factory and other buildings.

Tho Grand Jury that is investigating
orlmoconditionslnNow York was yester-
day instructed by Judge O'Sullivnn or
General Sessions to take up tlio matter
of tho Washington place fire.

Judge O'Stillivan said that the District
Attorney's office was making an investiga-
tion along with investigations in other
city departments nnd that it was impor-
tant that the Oram! Jury at tho earliest
possiblo moment get all the available
facts. The Judge said that tho crime
investigation would not engago them
exclusively nnd that they would have
amnio time to consider tho question,

Tho additional March Grand Jury
that had offered its servlco was thanked
by the court.

One of the features of the benefit given
for the Washington Square fire sufferers
by tho entire theatrical profession, which
wMI bo given nt. tho Metropolitan Opera
House on April II under tho auspices
of the Association of Theatrical Managers,
will lie an orchestra of more than twoliun-dre- d

members. It will ho the largest or-
chestra that has ever been gathered for n
single performance. Victor Herbert yes-
terday volunteered to conduct it for selec-
tions from his best known operas. Tho
orchestra will bo made upentircly of mem-
bers of the Musical Union representing nil
the orchestras in tho city, who hnvo vol-
unteered their services to nny extent that
the association might require.

The sttigo hands have offered to handle
free of charge the scenery required for
tho various acts nnd to assist in carry-
ing it from tho various theatres totne
Metropolitan Opera House.

Tho number of unidentified dead at
the Morgue was reduced yesterday to
twelve, counting ono skull. Tho three
Identifications were:

Levis. Jknnie. 19, of 27 Delanrey street
ItooTSTitx, i:mma, .12. of .Vie l'lfth street.
ItosF.x, Isn.u.L. 17, of 78 Clinton street.
Jennie l,ovin was the girl whoso body,

supposedly that of on Italian, remained
at tho Morgue so long unidentified, de-
spite tho fact that sho was readily recog-
nisable. Her brother, Joseph Iivin. of
173 Howard street, Newark, N J., told
the attendants at the Morgue that she
had como to New York only a few days
before tho firo and that the family with
whom sho boarded in Delnncey streot
hod told him that she had not been there
since Saturday and that she might have
been caught in the fire. She was a Jowess.

Israel Boson's sister Ksther identified
his body. She had been at the Morgue on
.Monday and had found thn body of her
mother, Julia Bosen Mrs. Boen was the
woman who had $8B9 with her when sho
was killed

Fitti: SIFFKltKIIS 1IF.I.VKO.

All Kuirrnf nrlrs Met and a Total nf
IMM.OOO Has Hern Contributed.

This statement was given out yesterday
afternoon at the office of Jacob H. Schiff,
treasurer of the Rod Cross, relative to the
relief work whioh has been accomplished
for tho benefit of tho families of those
killed or injured in last Saturday's fire:

A meeting of tile Red C'ro einercenej'
relief committee was held yesterday after-
noon at which full reports were received of
the work already done. A complete list
of the names nnd nddrcfres of tho-- e who
hail been lost or injured, so far ns Identifica-
tion had cone, was in thn hands of tho com-
mittee when it opened its olTtce on Monday
and other names and addresses hnvo been
received ns identification hns proceeded.
IJvery family his been visited nnd all eninr-se- nt

needs met. In a number of instances
relief hns been decllnocl on the ground
that the family ieourcos wero siitlkient.
The commltteo has respected and honored
such e. Nor has it obtruded
relief when relatives or friends claimed a
preferential rluht to betow It.

The committed has not waited for applica-
tions to he made to It thinking thnt thn
Um-- e real need wns greatest mlulit be the

Inst to apply for charitable lellef. The
amount received by Jacob 11. KchitT, treas-
urer, up to the time of the meetlnc was
upward of l3,ooo. Tho committee thought
it inexpedient to mnko any further appeal
lor funds inasmuch ns the amount nlieady
received with what is likely to romo 111

will presumably bo sufficient for tho com-
mittee's purposes.

Mr. Schiff s office reported last night
that 184,303.02 had been received in nil.
The amount taken in vesterdav. iuchidinir
$2,423.24 received by layor (Jaynnr i

Thursday and forwarded to Mr Sen iff ,

vesterduv. was $H.4tH.H5.
Kmployees in stores nnd factories,

firms engaged in manufacturing enter-
prises similar to Hint conducted by tho
Triangle Waist Company, and individual
sympathizers made up tho bulk or Mr.
Schilf's list yesterday. Among tho larger
contributors were: Collected bv tho New
York Times Company. $181.03: W. I,,
Harkness. 12 Fjist r'irty-tlii- street,
$200; Louis Marshall, 37 Wall street, Ji'im;
Adler's Young Men's Independent Asso-
ciation, $2(io.

Tho contributions received at tho
Mayor's olllco yesterday amounted to
$1. ION 83, making a total received there of
$17,ios.ii, Among tlio contributors was
Mrs John A. Dix, who sent $iu.

foii Fiiu: i'iti: i'.stiox.
lint. IU to He tine or the Speaker nt

Niinda' .Max Meeting.
Gov. Dix will bo ono. of the speakers

at tho mooting which will bo held In the
Metropolitan Opera House on Sunday
afternoon to discuss methods or fire pre-

vention. Among tho others who will
express their ideas on tlio subject will bo
Jacob H, Schiff, Johu Mitchell, Ituhhl
Wise, Hoso Schneidermun, Bishop Greer,
E. !l. A. Seligman and Father While.

Tho call for tho meeting is signed by a
committee which Includes Bishop Greer
nnd Mary Dreier. who huvo been
eially aotivn in the matter; Felix Adfer.
Jacob Jl, SchifT, Lyman Abbott, John
Mitclie the Bev, Anna Shaw, William J.
Schieffehn, KdwardT, Devine, Mrs. August
Belmont ami Miss Anno Murguu. Part
or tho call reads:

Tim prime question in the nilml nf evel y
nuui and' woman In ,Ven oil y is
what lire the novt steps fonvunl in Urn
prevention' Tlio mule isiuned lmn been
appointed a oniinit leo of fitly to iimMdcr
tills question, pursuant t" a resolution
unagliiiniish' parsed nt a public meeting
mi hist .Sunday at tlio Wniueu'sTiiidn I'ntnii

Inst thuu tweiilyduiii' hnuis nriei
the fire In Wadiintlluii place, Wo behove
that the iltlelisol New York need to meet
ill coiuiunu sympathy. lo tnl.ii cnuusvl

and to mil upon epeits In viiilnus
lines ns to vliiit shall hu dmie to pmvcut
jitnillitM' -- hollar ills. i. t,n- fur Ii I. I..
iiudel'rtnnil tliat II'. le are thousands of

I
fa-t- ot v liiillduifs In Mildllleu to tenement
.mil apaitinelil lintises ami nl;el liillldiuiis

, in which a similar lri::litfiil Ins ut uu miKht
ioiiou a lire,
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:! AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SUIT

TWO I'lASO f'.UTOniK.H IHOX'T
I.SSTM.I, THEM.

I'll) Mauls hsii I'roin I'.arli for Failure
In llhry llriisrlmrnt' Order --

Mnlilii ami I'rnkrr Tell nf Sprinkler
Merits To He a Test Case, It's Nalil.

lire Commissioner Waldo and Chief
I'dward V. Croker appeared ns witnesses
y,MtPr(;,y j notion brought 'bv the

, )h(, yorkvlle llncipnl Court
against the .lolm Kris man A Hon Piano
Company nt rifl'-n- Kast 137th street and
Winter iV Co., piano manufacturers at
210-22- 0 Southern Boulevard, The Bronx.
Tho suit was to recover a penalty of ISO
in each case for failure to comply with an

of tho I'iro DelMitinent to install
automatic! sprinkler which Commissioner
wnUIo had issued on November 10, 1810.

John J. O'Connell, counsel for the de
fendants, said in tho beginning that thn
section of tho Charter giving Iho Fire
Commissioner the nuthorlly to Isbiio such
orders was unconstitutional in thnt it
allowed n city department to discriminate
between factories in issuing such orders.
Had a general order to nil factories been
issued thero would bo, no discrimination,
he said. He said the order was not reason-
able as tho Commissioner might impose an
expense of $10,000 to $13,00(1 on one factory
owner nnd overlook nnother.

Justice Boyhnn reserved decision on
the lawyer's motion to dismiss. Consider-
able interest wns shown in the trial as
it was said that n test caso was to be made
and tho matter would bo taken to the
higher courts, no matter which way It
was decided in thn Municipal Court.

Julius Winter of "40 Kelly street. The
Bronx, wns the first witness called Jiy tho
defence. Ho testified that ho was presi-
dent of Winter . Co. Tho piano factory
nt 220 Southern Boulevard is a five story
brick building, ho said. Tho varnishing is
done on tho top floor. Tho building is
sixty feet high nnd has two fire escapes.
On each floor are pails of water and pails
of sand to use on fires. One hundred men
and flvo women work in tho place.

Before receiving tho Fire Department
order ho had inquired ns to tho cost of
installing an automatic sprinkling system,
as ho heard it would lower Iho Insurance
rules. The cost was so great he aban-
doned the idea. Hu uuderstoqd it would
cost $2,noo. He testified that there nro
mi nlano factories in Manhattan and The
Bronx and seventy-eigh- t of these do not
have the sprinklers.

"Do you remember June 13, 1007?"
asked Assistant Corporation Counsel
William J. .Millard.

"Yes, sir."
"What happened?"
"A lire broke out in our factory. Two

floors wero destroyed.
"You didn't hnvo the sprinkling sys-

tem'
"No."
He said another small firo occurred on

Octolier in. mill.
James K. Bale, nn insurnnco broker,

testified that he bad Iieen in his present
business for twenty-liv- e yearn nnd had
made n Mudy of piano factories. He
didn't have a very pood opinion of nuto-mat- io

sprinklers. Ho knew of n piano
factorv that had such a system, but when
a tiro broke out six years ago there was a
proiierty loss of IIOO.ooo. At a small fire
in The Bronx the sprinklers caused a
water damage or $15,000. He thought
tho avcrago cost of tho sprinkling system
was about $10,000. The perforated pipes
in tho cellar were better, in his opinion.

"Firo insurance rates in The Bronx are
higher because there is an insufficient
water supply," he said.

Tho sprinkler system sometimes would
not work, but mostly did work. He didn't
know of any imrticular system that was
approved or disapproved by the Fire
Department, but ho did know that the
Board of Fire Underwriters approved a
certain system.

John Krissman of the John Krlssman
A Son piano factory said that his factory
cmploved 100 men nnd five women. Never
had a "fire there. Thero wero buckets nnd
fire extinguishers.

Mr. Millard then called Fire Commis-
sioner Waldo, who told about issuing the
order for tho sprinklers which were to
bo on every floor nnd would be capable
of spreading water over every square
root of flooring in case of fire, lie issued
the order under section 763 of the Charter.

"Tho chief of the Firo Department is
responsible) for all measures designed to
prevent or extinguish fire." he testified.
"Tlio use of thn automatic sprinkling sys-
tem is an1 essential feature in nuxiliary
fire appliances. Automatic sprinklers are
installed in almost all tho big department
stores and largo warehouses where the
stock is valued at millions of dollars.
Insurnnco rates are lowered as much ns
2ii per cent, by thn installation of the
sprmklers. In some places outside the
city tlio reduction is nearly 7.1 per cent.

"Tho automatic sprinkler has a con-
stant water pressure of from ten to thirty
pounds and is always ready. In the per-
forated pipe system, which is cheaper,
the water must bo turned on from the
street. It is not so efficient. The pro-
tection of human life outweighs every
consideration of cist. Tho clanger in
largo buildings with much inflammablo
material was shown in the recent disaster
where ISO lives wero lost."

"1 object to that leference." broke in
lawvcr O'Connoll. "Thnt can onlv np- -
pn.il' to seutiment nnd has no relation to
this case "

I'he lawyer asked the Commissioner
if lie had ordered sprinklers installed in
the public schools. The witness said he
had no nirisdict on over the schools, that
tho Board or Education attended to that
matter.

"Hnvo you ordered fire escapes on the
scliools.'" asked tne lawyer.

"I havu no power to order fire escapes
on anv building. That ower is with the
Building Department and the Tenement
House Department "

He said ho had not consulted with the
Hoard or riro Underwriters as to rules
Tor sprinklers.

Cluer Croker said he had been chier
Tor twelve years and was familiar Willi
niitoniatio sniinklers. Ho know the sys-
tem to be efficient and of great value in
checking a flro until Iho apparatus of the
Firo Department arrived, Ho knew or
cases where tho sprinklers had put out
fires beroro the apparatus arrived. They
hnd greatly reduced tho tiro loss in the
city. Fires in piano factories woro dan-
gerous, and sprinklers would be valuable,
thole. Sometimes tlio sprinklers would
not work, but that was seldom,

"Do you lemetiiber the Mayor's inves-
tigation after the Parker Building lire?"
asked the luwyer for tlio defendants.

"Thero huvo Ikmui bo manv investiga-
tions Hint I cannot remember half of
them," Iho chier resKnded.

Tho lawyer read some of Iho chief's
testimony nt that investigation. Tlio
witness said ho remembered his testi-
mony. Ho went on to say thnt tho Fire
Department did not order nny particular
kind of iiutomatio sprinklers but wnntod
ii good ono installed. There were blue
print plans nt Fiio Headquarters that any
ono could look nt If they wanted to, but
no one was asked to look at them.

Justice Boyliam leserved his decision
and asked tor briers,

Mdernianlc Minority Leader,
Alderman Bryant Willard of tho

Twenty-firs- t district was yesterday chosen
leader of tlio llepiiblican minority of the
l ... . .. . . V. . . . . I , 'I' .. . .. I.- -
imiirii in nine win juacu ui irisirifin n.
Johnson, wtio resigned nt the beginning
of tlio week lo accept a place under the
Federal Government.

Arm Chili Wants a Town Home.
'Iho Aero Club of Amnrira will hold a

special meeting nn April 10 to oonsldsr
tlio holnminu of a (iluliholiso. A committee
has renninmendeil u house at 297 Madi-
son avenue,

HO.Wfc'.V TALK O.V THE flKE.
Call for More Prole ctlon for Warken and

Alio for Votes far Women,
Mod outnumbered women last night

at a mass meeting held tinder the auspices
of the Collegiate Kqual Huffrage League
in Cooper Union to protest against tne
conditions which made the Triangle
Waist Company fire possible. The hal
was filled. a few minutes after the doors
opened nnd members of the league oc-

cupied the platform.
The women speakers besides condemn

ing the laok of safety appliances at tho
building where the Are took place made
the meeting the occasion of a plea for
woman suffrage. Over the platform
facing the audience was a targe sheet of
wtitto canvas saying:

Votos for women!
November 20 Twenty-fiv- e women killed

in .ewaric raetory fire,
March 23 Oye hundred and thirty women

killed In Trlsnsls Are.
Locked doors, overcrowding, Inadequate

nro escapes.
The women could not, the voters would

not. niter these conditions.
We demand for all women the right to

protect themselves,
Mrs. Jessie Ashley, who presided-- , said

that women were under a handicap In
tho case of calamities like Ihis fire. They
could not punish the administrators of
the law at the polls who failed to admin
ister tho laws. Mrs. .Mary Beers spoketo the same effect and Miss Martha Grue-nl- g,

who followed, rnarl a loner ll.f f
answers by Chief Croker of the Fire De- -
panmeni to questions in relation to the
fire. The questions were put to him In
the course of an Interview by Miss Grue-ni- g

and Miss Ellen O, Byrne, another
member of the league. Chief Croker'sanswers covered a good deal or theground already covered by him In Intor-vie-

published In the newspapers.
Meyer London said that although hewas a lawyer he had more and more con-

tempt for the law as it was administeredin New ork. Morris HJIIquit. a former
Socialist candidate for Congress, saidthat if the waistmslrera hurl wnn I holt- -

Lstrike against the Triangle Waist Com- -
I uoor wouia not nave oeen
locked when the fire was on and there
would not have been the loss of life which
occurred.

Dr. Anna Howard Hhaw blamed the
people for electing persons to office who
did not administer tho laws and scored
the men who are opposed to giving suf-
frage to women. Megarding tho invali-
dating of the WalnwTight compulsory
compensation act by the Court of Ap-
peals she said:

If it is not constitutional to protect
the workers of tho country then we'vegot to smash the Constitution and make
another."
. Resolutions were passed demanding
legislation which would give votes
to women. Copies of the resolution
were ordered sent to every member of theLegislature. It was also resolved that the
Governor be asked to appoint a commls-si- o

i of which at least one-ha- lf shall be
w.omen to frame a bill for efficient fire
protection.

PUBLIC STOKES FIRE ESCAPE.
Only Hplral mute, of Tthlrh the Km- -

plorrs Are a Utile Hit).
Francis iV. Bird, who succeeds George

W Wanmaker as Appraiser of the Port.
will be sworn in at the office of Collector
Iioeb In the Custom House at 90 o'clock
this morning. He will be Informed Inci-
dentally that he may have a hard time
escaping from the Public Stores at 041
Washington street in case of fire unless
he is equipped with an aeroplane. There
are no visible fire escapes on the nine
storied Publio Store building: neverthe
less there are Are escanes In the hnllrllnir
They are the only one of their kind in
mis or pet-nap-s any otner city. They are
about four feet in diameter, tubular and
likewise spiral. , '

At each floor there is a steel door which
anyoony intending to escape rrom fire
may open. After opening the door the
fleeing person may drop into the tube and
gravitation will do the rest.

It is ssid that there is no record of any-
body having used the spiral tubes, known
nlso as the shoot the chutes even in an
experimental way, except one negro
porter, who having a solid skull did not
care much how he landed. Collector Loeb
said the subject of fire escapes on the
Public Stores had been put up to Alfred
Brooks Fry. Chief Engineer and Super-
intendent of Publio Building, and that
the Publio Stores fire escapes doubtless
would be made up to date.

SVE.ER APPEASED.
The Powert That Re Che Him the Chair
manship of Foreign Affairs Committer.

Washington. March 31 Representa-
tive William Sulzer of New York was
turned down for the chairmanship of the
Committee on Military Affairs, to which
he was entitled by reason of seniority
of service, but he made such a roar that
the majority or the Ways and Means
Committee, which is passing around
committee assignments, have decided
to appease nun lie win oe named as
the chairman or the important Committee
on Foreign Affairs

Whon the WayB and Means Committee
earned tliat tlio .ow York Congressman

was on the warpath and disposed to create
trouble in the caucus a special
meeting was neia to consider tne case
Mr, sulzer was notified that he could get
the chairmanship of the Foreign Affairs
Committee, and he lost no time in giving
assurance that he would keep on the
reservation and be good if he received
mat post.

In order lo provide for Mr. Sulzer
the Ways and Means Committee had to
do some rapid switching. Representative
Flood of Virginia, who was slated for the
head or tne torelgn Affairs Committee,
was nut at tho head of the Committee
on Territories, and several other changes
in cnarmansn ids were maae to carry
one ine uargain.

The East Fourteenth street Congress
man, who has been fighting for years to
have this Government influence Russia
to grant passports to Jews, is tiokled over
ins assignment, as cnairman or tne
Foreign Affairs Committee Mr, Sulzer
will press this question.

Of ITS STATE HE PA HTM EXT.

Dr. .lames II. Ncoit Hrooraei Heerelary of
the Carnegie Peace Foundation.

W.tsiitNaioN-- , March 31- ,- Dr. James
Brown Scott of California, Solioitor in
International Arbitration, has resigned
from the State Depart met to beoome
secretary of the 110,000,000 peace fund
which was lecently established Andrew
Carnegie. Dr. Scott's resignation will
take effect He will Immedi-
ately assume his new duties as secretary
or the Peace Foundation, He will be in
charge of thn headquarters of the Peace
Foundation in this city.

Dr. Scott hns been in the Government
service since January 23, 1003, when he
was appointed solicitor of the State
Department. On Juno 28, 1910, the office
of Solicitor of International Arbitration!
was created to have charge of all work
relating lo tho establishment of the
Court of Atbitral Justice which was
proposed to foreign countries by
Secretary Knox, Tins offloe will be
abolished nnd its work will be handled
personally by Secretary Knox,

Contracts for Four Submarines Awarded.
Washinuton, Maroh 31. Secretary of

tho Navy Meyer has awarded oontraots
for the construction of four auhmarina
torpedo boats to the Eleotrio Boat Com-
pany of Quinov, Mass. Two will be built
on tne Atlantic and two on the Pauifio
coast.

SHAIEUP IN R,R, MAIL SERVICE

SEVERAL IMPORTAST OFFI-- .
VERS DEMOTED.

IJrnrral Neper In tendeat Urant Is Matte
Head ef a Dlvlslen and is Hueeeeded
by lt Man Hapciintemtent Ingalls

Other Sweeping Changes Made.

Wishinoton, March St. Postmaster-tiener- al

Hitchcock ht ordered a
weeping shift in the railway maif service.

Several of the most important officers In
the service, Including the general super-
intendent, are ' demoted. This drastlo
action was taken by the Postmaster-Gener- al

because he believed that his
subordinates had failed to cooperate
with him in his economy plana and in
orders for the Improvement of the ser-
vice. Alexander Grant, the general
superintendent; of the service, Is sent
from Washington to 8t. Paul as the
superintendent of a division. The place
of general superintendent will be filled
bv Theodore Insalls. who up to this time
has been superintendent of the division
of rural mails. Mr. In galls is regarded
by the Postmaster-Genera- l as one of the
best trained postal officers in the Depart-
ment. He began his service in the rail-
way mall system and has worked through
nearly all the grades in the service.

George C. Thomson, formerly superin
tendent of the division of supply of the
Post Office Department and now inspector
in charge at Austin, Tex., will succeed
Mr. Ingalls as superintendent of the
division of rural mails. 'Charles B. Ander-
son, inspector in charge at St. Louis, has'
been shifted to Austin to take the place
left vacant by the promotion of Mr.
Thomson and Post Office Inspector George
Daniel of the New York division has been
promoted to the post of Inspector in charge
at St. Louis.

Besides the general superintendent of
the railway mall service the superinten
dent of the Washington division of the
service, Charles W. Vlckery, also is do- -

moted, becoming chief clerk of the rail-
way mail service in the Cincinnati division.
Norman Perkins, railway mail superin
tendent at St. Paul, has been promoted
to tho superlntendcncy left vacant by the
transfer oi Mr. vicxcry.

Charles Rager, superintendent nf the
Cincinnati division of the railway mail
service, has been sent to Atlanta to serve
as chief clerk in place of John F. Blodgett,
who is removed. Clyde M. Reed, division
superintendent at Cleveland, takes Rager's
ptace as superintendent or tne Cincinnati
division, and John C. Koons, post office
inspector in the Washington division, Is
promoted to be superintendent of the
railway mail service at Cleveland.

The Postmaster-Gener- al issued this
statement.

"These changes are the result of an
investieatlon Mr. Hitchcock has been
making during the last few months into
tne arratrs or tne railway man service.
The invosthtatlon showed that the service
has greatly suffered from poor manage-
ment and lack of supervision. In certain
of the divisions it was found that tho chief
clerks had not been inspecting their lines.
as was tnetr duty, some ot inese lines
had received no Inspection for soveral
years. It was found also that in many
Instances these officers were diving little
attention to the sanitary condition of
the cars, thus disregarding the health
and comfort of the employees tinder them.
The investigation showed that in many
cases the business methods of the service
were antiquated and that much dupli-
cation of work resulted. Instructions
from the Department calling for investi-
gations, as for example the proper con-
solidation of mail matter and the con-
servation of equipment, have been re-
ceiving Indifferent attention. There had
been lack, of cooperation also in carry-
ing out certain reforms urged by the
Postmaster-Genera- l, such as separating
from the first class mall the bulky mail
of other classes and forwarding the latter
in storage cars and by fast freight. It
is Mr. Hitchcock's desire to introduce
this reform as rapidly as possible and he
feels that the chances he Is maUine in
the executive management of the sorvico
will assist in accomplishing the purKse

FOR THE EXTRA SESSIOX.

Oemorrats Trooping Into Washington
Caucus to Be Held To-da- y.

Washington', March 31 -- Democrats
have been trooping into town nil day
for the extra session which begin.s next
Tuesday, and most of the newly
elected Representatives and Senators, as
well as the old timers, were on hand.
The Democratic House caucus will be
heid morning and probably
will be an all day affair.

At this caucus ihe Committee on Com-
mittees will announce the committee
assignments, and nt.ier questions in re
gard to tne organization or tne Mouse,
including Ihe distribution of patronage
on a pro rata basis, will be settled. The
Ways and Means Committee programme
for tariff revision and Canadian reci-
procity will not bo discussed at

caucus. That will be made the
subject of another caucus, probably on
Monday.

The House Democrats will make Repre-
sentative Albert. Burleson of Texas chair-
man of their caucus. This was decided
at conferences The honor will
be conferred upon Burleson ns a means
of placating him for the loss of the chair-
manship of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, which will go to Representative
Fitr.gerald of New 1 ork.

Movements of Naval Vessels.
Washington, March SI. The monitor

Tallahassee and destroyers Roe and
Burrows have arrived at Hampton Roads,
the cruiser Vesuvius, the tug Pontfao and
the submarine Octopus at New York
yard, the calller Justin at Han Diego,
the collier Mars at Guantanamo and the
submarines Grayling. Salmon, Snapper,
Tarpon, Stingray and Bonita at Annap-
olis.

Army and Navy Orders.
Washisotov, llirrh St. Thsw rmy ordrrs

vvtre iMurd lo it:
Malor Frederick P. Kvans. Sevrnttenth In.

Untrv, from duty at Culumbui lUrrscl.s. Ohio,
and from rcrrulttox wrv Ire to Join hit rctiintnt.

Nfronri l.lcut. Pert M. Atutason, from Tutnty.
nlnib Infantry to I Ida Infantry.

Malor V.. K elf Ui WlnMow. from Second bat
lallon ot engineer at Honolulu to Uatnlnglou
"cart. U'llllain P. Woolen, from Military
Academy. West Point, lo Honolulu about July A.

col. c iiarict ii. nam, cavairy unassigncu, to
hnm nrftnarAtori' to retirement.

Cant. KmtlJ. Iliiebirtter, Korto Itlco regiment
oi iniauiry, io renrea ni

Theie navy oidera were luuedi
Capi. V. I, Chambers, from assistant to aid for

msterlal to member uf (leneral Hoard. Wash.
lotion. I). C.

civil i.ngincer n. i.. ceary, reiiren. irntn lie
partnieut of .luailee. Wavhtng ton, I), C, to home.

CAPT. HAVES XO OPPRESSOR.
W oman Lessee In Kast Tw ent) Nfth Street

(lets Neither Warrant Nor Writ.
An application for a writ of mandamus

directing City Magistrate Stelnert to
issue a warrant fot- - the arrest of Police
Captain Cornelius Hayes on a charge
ot oppression was denied yesterday
by the Appellate Division. The applica-
tion was made In behair of Jennie Green,
lessee of a house in West Twenty-fift- h

street, whdsald she was suffering pecuni-
ary loss by Ihe act of Capt. Hayes in
keeping unlformod policemen stationed
in front of her Dremlaas.

The applicant said she took Capt. Hayes
before Magistrate Hteinsrt on a summons
ana men proven mat ns was guilty or
oppression, but the Magistrate refused
to issue a warrant Magistrate Hteinsrt
said in an affidavit that thn nviH
against Capt. Hayes did not prove that
no was tyuiiiy ui oppression.

CRICHTON BROS..,
silversmiths . of London

OLD

ENGLISH SILVER
AT

LONDON PRICES

636 Fifth Avenue com5i.tSL
LONDQN: 22 OLD BOND STREET

BORDEN'S
COUNTRY-BOTTLE- D

MILK
Brought toyou by the most perfect milk delivery

service in the world.

METHODISTS SEEK A CHANGE

EAVMEX ASK THAT PRESIHIXf
ELDERS SHALL (IO.

Also ft ant Resident Bishops' In Recognized
Districts They Ask for Votes lo the
Annual Conferences Methodism Hald
to Be Declining Here Things Need Ml.

Methodist laymen spoke plainly yester-
day at the Methodist Conference, meeting
in annual session in Calvary Church,
Harlem, and presented resolutions held
by some members to be revolutionary.
By all they were said to be radical de-
partures In American Methodism. The
three things proposed were:

1. To abolish the office of district super-
intendent! or os it is better known by the
old name, presiding elder. This office
has obtained in Methodism in America
since 1781.

2. To provide general superintendents,
or Bishops as they are popularly called,
resident in the district for four years at
least, and in sufficient numbers to enable
them to come into touch with the people,

S. To give laymen seats and votes in
annual conferences, such as the one now
in session. At present laymen have
representation in the general conference.
but not in the annual conference.

In the forenoon the Laymen's Associa
tion was received formally In tho confer
ence session. President Taylor made an
address in brief to the Bishop presiding,
and Bishop Smith responded. The whole
matter was formal, Including the ad
dresses, save that Bishop Smith said
Methodist ministers have generously
turned the Methodist Church over to the
laity and that nowhere do laymen have
more power than in the Methodiat Church.
At the Laymen's Association, held in the
afternoon, this statement was contra-
dicted. It was said that laymen have no
power at all to speak of.

Criticism was set forth in the addresses.
A report was read showing that Metho
dism in New York has grown little within
the decade, that it is losing hold upon
its own children, and that superintendents
do not visit churches under the present
system to the extent, needed. Foremost
in the debate was J. Edgar I.ray craft.
He said he favored the abolition of thn
presiding eldership, but he went even
further than the committee in his demand
for a resident Bishop. He wanted a
Methodist Bishop in New York not for
rour years oniy out permanently, upon

the diocesan plan. He was not preparer!
to ask for lay members of the annual
conference. '

Constant reference was made to th
Episcopal Church. Two men said that
Bishop Potter found time to go to smaU
Hudson River towns and that his com in k
to them helped his Church. Another aahi
the Episcopal Church attracts the children
from Methodist churches largely by its
boy choirs. It was the testimony of all
the speakers, of whom there were eight
or ten, that there is unrest in Methodism
and not anywhere more, than in the largs
Eastern cities. The system needs re-
vision, wai raid on all sides.

A second matter regarded by all as of
much importanoe adopted by the Lay-

men's Association yesterday was a reso-
lution favoring the restoration of the pas-
toral time limit. In 1800 all limits wr
removed save of the presiding elders,
now sought to be abolished. The plan i

held by laymen not to be working well.
Last night there was a laymen's meetirifc

addressed by McClellan of
Westchester and the Rev. Dr. I. N. Fostr,
but no further mention was made ot tlw
lay agitation. Home missions by women
were talked of yesterday afternoon, but
in the conference session the Hon. John
E. Andrus of Yonkera, a foremost Meth-
odist layman, made an offer of 150,000 for
superannuates provided other Metho-
dists would raise $100,000. If Methodists
cannot raise so much he will give in that
proportion.

SHE WAS SL'RE HE WAS DEAD.

But Poller, to whom She fame After
Telling All Relative, Were Kurr Km.

Francis Hteller. 75 years old, a veteran
of the civil war, was found in the kitchen
of his flat at 17 8tuyvesant street yester-
day overcome by gas by his granddRUKli- -

ter Katherine and two of the neighbor.
Katherine immediately cried out that h
was dead and disappeared while the
neighbors wore summoning help.

This was G o clock in tho afternoon. At
10 o'clock Katherine, who had not been
seen since, snowed up in the Fifth
street police station. She said she wanted
to report to the police tho death of her
grandfather. When sho mentioned tho
name the lieutenant exclaimed thai
Steilor was far from dead, hut was a
prisoner in Bellevue Hospital charged with
attempted suioide. Kathorine had spent
the five hours In going to Brooklyn to
tell all the relatives of the family of hr
grandfather's death.

Steller was a prosperous real oMati
dealer after the olvil war. from which h
retired with tho rank of Contain In a Or- -
man volunteer regiment. Lately he ha
uvea almost entirely from fees ne got aa
a notary public. Two months ngo his
wife died and a week later a housekeeper
who had been with the familr for veara
died.

"jpHE development in America
of the publishing business,

from early times, down to the
present, the growth and char-
acter of American literature,
both fiction and more serious
works, will be treated in an
historical sketch in THE SUN,
SATURDAY, APRIL 8. The
subject will be covered in its
picturesque rather than in. its
statistical phases.

There will be Reviews of the
Latest New Books, including
the most important spring pub-
lications of American publishing
houses.

News and Gossip about Books
and Authors.
Announcements of New


